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SUMMARY:

The purpose of this report is to inform Members of the amendments made to the Revised 
Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 2016.  These amendments have been made to take 
account of the restrictions due to Covid-19, the updated Development Management processes 
and the fact that planning applications are now available online, and an update to the Council’s 
Neighbourhood Planning Protocol.

RECOMMENDATIONS:                                                                              

That Members: 
- Approve the changes to the Statement of Community Involvement, including the 

temporary limitations in public/face to face engagement due to the Covid-19 restrictions. 

- Adopt the updated Neighbourhood Planning Protocol 2020

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is produced by the Council’s Strategic 
Planning Team as part of the Local Plan process.  The document aims to set down how 
and when the Council will involve all stakeholders, including the local community in the 
planning process (Local Plan production, Neighbourhood Planning, and when considering 
different types of planning applications and enforcement).

1.1 The outbreak of Covid-19, and accompanying lockdown and social distancing measures 
have meant that Councils need to change the way they engage with the public.  From a 
planning perspective, Paragraph 077 of the National Planning Practice Guidance says  
”Where any of the policies in the Statement of Community Involvement cannot be 
complied with due to current guidance to help combat the spread of coronavirus (Covid-



19), the local planning authority is encouraged to undertake an immediate review and 
update the policies where necessary to that plan-making can continue.”  

1.3 Paragraph 078 gives some examples of what may need to be considered, highlighting the 
importance of online methods, given the current restrictions and limitations on face to 
face meetings and interactions.

2.0 THE KEY CHANGES IN THE REVISED STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 2020 

2.1 The Statement of Community Involvement has been updated to reflect the temporary 
changes resulting from Covid-19, and they have been summarised in Table 1 on page 19 
of the Revised Statement of Community Involvement.  This states that public meetings, 
meetings with groups, public exhibitions and other face to face interactions will not be 
possible due to restrictions, but that the Council will try to offer virtual meetings with 
groups instead.

2.2 The document has also been updated to show how the Council will consult and consider 
planning applications, and other Development Management functions, and promote the 
fact the planning applications are now available on line.  This is shown in Table 2 on page 
30 of the document.

2.3 The final main changes have been to update the Statement of Community Involvement 
to take account of neighbourhood planning regulations published since 2016, and also 
update the Council’s Neighbourhood Planning Protocol, which outlines the support the 
Council will provide to any parish wishing to produce a Neighbourhood Plan.

2.4 The document has also been reviewed and updated to reflect any other minor changes 
since 2016 such as changes to contact details.  

2.5 The Revised Statement of Community Involvement is attached in Appendix A, while the 
Updated Neighbourhood Planning Protocol in Appendix B.

2.6 It should be noted that the changes identified due to Covid-19 restrictions are 
temporary, but the Council may continue to offer virtual meetings in the longer term if 
they prove successful, alongside traditional face to face methods as restrictions are 
lifted.

3. CONCLUSIONS

3.1 The Statement of Community Involvement demonstrates how the Council will consult 
and engage with the public on planning matters.  It needs to be updated in light of the 
current restrictions, and following discussions with the Council’s Communications team 
the most appropriate methods are outlined in Table 1 of the SCI.



3.2 Members are asked to support these temporary changes to the way the Council 
consults, along with the enhanced online service for Development Management.

4.     STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS 

4.1 Monitoring Officer/Legal Comments are:  No legal issues arise from the report. The 
requirement for a local planning authority to prepare a statement of community 
involvement is contained in the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.

4.2 The Section 151 Officer’s comments are:  No financial implications arise from the report.

4.3 EIA Comments: The Statement of Community Involvement highlights methods for 
engaging with hard to reach group and ensure that all members of the community can 
effectively understand and engage with the Copeland Local Plan, Neighbourhood 
Planning and planning applications. 

4.4 Policy Framework: Ambition 2: A Commercial Council

4.5 Other Consultee Comments, if any: 

5.      HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED AND HOW ARE THE RISKS GOING 
TO BE MANAGED?

5.1 The Strategic Planning team produces a consultation plan for each major Local Plan 
consultation that is undertaken.  The effectiveness of this is monitored so that it can be 
improved in the future.  This will also be the case with the temporary changes, and those 
that are effective will be incorporated into future consultations alongside traditional 
methods once Covid-19 restrictions are lifted.

6.      WHAT MEASURABLE OUTCOMES OR OUTPUTS WILL ARISE FROM THIS REPORT?

6.1 High quality Local Plan consultations that enable communities to engage effectively in 
the Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plan production process.
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